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Preface

Germany has been providing development assistance to Bangladesh
since its independence in 1971. Over the years, GIZ has been committed
towards implementing bi-lateral projects in Bangladesh in the areas of
climate change adaptation and mitigation with the financial support
of Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development
(BMZ). Germany remains supportive towards partner countries such
as Bangladesh in the implementation of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

Bangladesh was one of the first countries to align its national
development plans with the SDGs, and to launch a voluntary National
Review in 2017 to report on its progress towards achieving the goals. Through the review, Bangladesh
highlighted its achievements in reducing poverty, expanding access to education and healthcare, and
promoting gender equality, while acknowledging the challenges that remain in areas such as climate
change, sustainable cities, environmental degradation, and inequality. To address these challenges,
the commitment made in the framework of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and
its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to "Leave No One Behind" (LNOB) is the utmost
significant and transformative component. Thus, the process of localizing SDGs in Bangladesh
involves identifying specific targets and indicators that are relevant to local needs and priorities. This
ensures that resources are directed towards areas with the greatest need and that local communities
are actively engaged in the process of achieving the SDGs. This marked a comprehensive approach
to the incorporation of Local Government Institutions (LGIs) by enhancing the capabilities of City
Corporations and Municipalities in the process of localizing the Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs).

I am delighted that the National Institute of Local Government (NILG), with the assistance of GIZ's
technical support, has developed a trainee manual on "Tools and Methods of SDG Localisation
in the City Corporations and Municipalities of Bangladesh" as well as an excel tool to assist City
Corporations and Municipalities in identifying the scope for SDG localization and accomplishments. I
am happy to know that selected Local Government Institutes (LGIs) in Bangladesh have been trained
by the experts from GIZ, NILG and BUET and there is scope to institutionalise this tool. I would
earnestly request Local Government Division (LGD) to consider the tool for all City Corporations
and Municipalities. I would like to express my gratitude to LGD for their support in this process.

The officials of the Governance Innovation Unit (GIU), Prime Minister's Office (PMO), who
have guided and contributed to the development process of the training manual, have my sincere
appreciation. I would also like to express my gratitude to BMZ for their trust and support and
commend the Improved Coordination of International Climate Finance (ICICF) project for their
close collaboration with the National Institute of Local Government (NILG) for developing capacities
to localize the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) in the context of Bangladesh.

LMQ

Dr. Andreas Kuck
Country Director
GIZ, Bangladesh
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